Chinese Leader Surprised by
Jet Test

During the visit of U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates, the
Chinese President, Hu Jintao, appeared surprised to learn that
the Chinese military had just conducted a test of their new
stealth fighter.

(NY Times, Jan 11, 2011) Staging the test flight of the long-
secret J-20 while Mr. Gates was 1in Beijing amounted to an
unusually bold show of force by China. But the demonstration
also raised questions about the degree of civilian control of
the Chinese military, as President Hu Jintao and other
civilian leaders gave their American visitors the impression
that they were unaware that the test had been conducted only
hours before they received Mr. Gates .

The new Chinese jet may be similar to the U.S. F-22 Raptor.
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